
Getting Ready 
for the 

Undergrad 
Research Fair



Agenda
▹ Introduction to the Fair & 

What to expect

▹ How to present

▹ How to design your poster
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“Learning Objectives

By the end of this session, 
students will be able to:

▹ Present their poster’s 
key information in a few 
minutes

▹ Design their poster 
using PPT
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1.
INTRODUCTION 
TO THE FAIR & 

WHAT TO 
EXPECT



Why do it?
➢ Gain valuable experience

➢ Gain valuable academic skills

➢ Share your work

➢ York’s e-journal 

Revue YOUR Review pub.

➢ The Certificate 
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The Fair Day
The atmosphere

Multidisciplinary topics 

Presentation expectations
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The atmosphere:
➢ Friendly

➢ Encouraging

➢ Professional / Conference 

➢ Academic 

➢ & Fun!
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Multidisciplinary:
➢ No jargon

➢ Expert

➢ Know your audience

➢ No jargon - really 
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Presentations: 
➢ The elevator speech
➢ Content
➢ Enthusiasm
➢ Voice projection
➢ Body Language 
➢ Comfortable shoes :)
➢ Water…..
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Let’s practice!

➢ Name 
➢ Course
➢ Topic

What did you notice? 
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Remember….. 
➢ Posters due Feb 28 @ 12pm

○ Know the specifications (next)
○ We will print the posters

➢ Arrive at 10am on March 7th in the 
Collaboratory 

➢ Invite your professors, family and 
friends

➢ Prepare your presentation
➢ Photo waivers
➢ Have FUN 
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2.
HOW TO 
PRESENT



Length             Content

“Elevator speech”  
1 - 2 minutes

Committee members 
4 - 5 minutes
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▹ Research topic / question
▹ Method or approach 
▹ Results / finding / 

conclusion 
￭ Summarize the main 

points
￭ Why is this important
￭ What is the takeaway 



Audience 

▹ Multidisciplinary
▹ Scholarly
▹ Community

▹ Plain language!

▹ The audience is actually on your side 
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Delivery & Body Language 

Be knowledgeable

Be enthusiastic 

Be natural 

Be confident 
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Smile

Eye contact

Look approachable

Include the audience

Engage your audience

Project your voice

Don’t rush

Breathe



Don’t worry be happy! 

Practice

Time yourself

Have cue cards if needed

Casual comfortable 
business attire 

Comfortable footwear
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Talk to your neighbours 
at the Fair

Be respectful → works 
both ways ….

This is an opportunity 
not a test



3.
HOW TO 

DESIGN YOUR 
POSTER



Want big impact?
USE BIG IMAGE.
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Key Concepts 
for Poster Design 

1. Well-organized with a    
logical visual flow

2. Create effective contrast
3. Embrace white space
4. Use easy to read fonts in 

appropriate sizes
5. Limit amount of text used
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1. Well organized 
with a logical visual 
flow
▹ Visual elements align 

with each other & 
create sense of unity

▹ Core areas 
highlighted using 
clear left-to-right OR 
top-to-bottom flow
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Photo by padrinan on Pixabay

https://pixabay.com/en/green-art-wood-sharp-pencil-group-1738220/


21

Discuss: Logical flow? Organized design?



2. Create 
effective contrast
▹ Contrast creates 

visual interest
▹ Needs to be strong to 

be effective (i.e. cannot 

contrast with similar colours)

▹ Don’t use contrast to 
create focus where 
it’s not needed
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Photo by Pan Da chuan on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/photos/dwKd_Epw2GE?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/search/photos/color?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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Discuss: Effective use of contrast?



3. Embrace 
white space
▹ It’s the area between 

design elements like 
text & images 

▹ Can be any colour → it’s 
the negative space!

▹ Helps clarify & simplify 
poster

Learn more
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Photo by Scott Webb on Unsplash

https://www.canva.com/learn/white-space-design/
https://unsplash.com/photos/wsMwDxF8SKA?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/search/photos/white-space?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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Discuss: Effective use of white 
space?



4. Use easy to 
read fonts in 
appropriate sizes
▹ Don’t use too many fonts!

￭ 1-2 fonts preferred 

▹ Body text should be 
between 24-34 pt; Titles 
much larger

▹ Create contrast with size 
▹ Avoid underlining & italics

Learn more 
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Photo by Lum3n.com on Pexels

https://www.canva.com/learn/design/tutorials/choosing-right-fonts/
https://www.pexels.com/photo/art-artistic-blank-book-bindings-616849/
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Discuss: Effective use of 
fonts?



5. Limit amount 
of text used
▹ Keep it short & sweet!
▹ Don’t copy & paste essay 

word-for-word
▹ Making the text succinct 

allows for images & sufficient 
white space
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Photo by Tom Barrett on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/photos/uiKqLsjusB0?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/search/photos/highway?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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Discuss: Too much text?



“

What sections 
are required?
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Required Sections: Part One
▹ Poster Title

￭ Catchy & meaningful
▹ Presenter name(s), faculty associated 

with course, & course code
￭ Omit student #, email & phone #

▹ Abstract
￭ Succinct summary of research 

project
▹ Research question, thesis statement, 

or hypothesis
￭ One clear, brief line 
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Required Sections: Part Two
▹ Method, Methodology, or Approach

￭ Short description of how you 
conducted the research

▹ Results
￭ Research outcomes (qualitative, 

quantitative); Use images, graphics, 
graphs here

▹ Discussion, Implications, or Conclusion
￭ Summarize most intriguing / 

important findings; Potential areas 
for future research
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“

What else?
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Other considerations
▹ Images on poster

￭ Provide short citation, such as:
⬝ Photo by John Doe on Unsplash
⬝ Use Creative Commons Zero 

works - learn more
▹ Bibliography / References

￭ Print as separate document & 
attach to corner of poster

▹ Omit the following from poster
￭ The York University logo
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https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/public-domain/cc0/
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Pulling it all together...



HOW 
A list of tips & 
resources to make 
designing your 
poster simpler

36to start



Make a plan
Sketch out design on paper first 
before going straight to PPT
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Photo by William Iven on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/search/design-sketch?photo=gcsNOsPEXfs


Test your design
Use Lorem Ipsum to block out 
where your text will go
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Image by tswedensky on Pixabay

https://www.lipsum.com/
https://pixabay.com/en/landing-page-website-design-web-1586552/


Pick a palette
Choose a colour palette that 
works for your design
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https://coolors.co/


Find some images
Use Creative Commons Zero images, photos, & 
artwork. (1) The Stocks; (2) Creative Commons 
Image Search 
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Photo by MikeBird on Pixabay

http://thestocks.im/
https://ccsearch.creativecommons.org/
https://ccsearch.creativecommons.org/
https://pixabay.com/en/sculpture-sky-landmark-architecture-1725326/


Set your poster size in PPT
Windows Instructions (MS PPT 2010 version)

1) Open PPT, click Design tab, & click Page Setup
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2) Change size to 60.96 cm by 91.44 cm (24 
inches by 36 inches)  & select ‘Landscape’



Set your poster size in PPT

2) Change size to 60.96 
cm by 91.44 cm (24 
inches by 36 inches)  & 
select ‘Landscape’
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1) Open PPT, click 
Design tab, & click 
Page Setup

Mac Instructions (PPT for Mac 2011 version)



Place your screenshot here
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YOUR TURN 
TO CREATE
▹ Start a PPT 

design for your 
poster

OR

▹ Design a poster 
for this news 
story: New study 
claims eating ice 
cream for 
breakfast makes 
your smarter

Short URL: 
http://bit.ly/icecream80

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/11/23/ice-cream-breakfast-makes-smarter-japanese-scientist-claims/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/11/23/ice-cream-breakfast-makes-smarter-japanese-scientist-claims/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/11/23/ice-cream-breakfast-makes-smarter-japanese-scientist-claims/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/11/23/ice-cream-breakfast-makes-smarter-japanese-scientist-claims/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/11/23/ice-cream-breakfast-makes-smarter-japanese-scientist-claims/


THANKS!
Any questions?
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CREDITS

Special thanks to all the people who 
made and released these awesome 
resources for free:
▹ Presentation template by 

SlidesCarnival
▹ Photographs by Unsplash
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http://www.slidescarnival.com/
http://unsplash.com/

